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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Board of County Commissioners 
 
FROM: William K. DeBraal, Deputy County Attorney 
 
DATE: April 7, 2021 
 
SUBJECT:  Request for Waiver of Interest on Demolition Lien – Unity Development Investments, 

LLC 
  

 
BACKGROUND.  

  
On August 14, 2018, the Board of County Commissioners approved a demolition lien against Nicholas J. 
Liddi.  Mr. Liddi is the owner of a parcel of property located at 8720 92nd Avenue, Vero Beach.  This 0.45-
acre lot is located in Vero Lake Estates Subdivision and is zoned RS-3, Single Family Residential, up to three 
units per acre.  The lot was the former site of a single-family home that was severely damaged as evidenced 
by a collapsed roof.  The County initiated demolition action against the property which resulted in the removal 
of the dilapidated structure and the property being brought into compliance, the cost of which was reduced 
to a lien in the amount of $7,490.98 and recorded in the public records.  A breakdown of the costs of 
demolition is included in the memo as Figure 1, and the Lien is included as Figure 2, below. 
 
The County Attorney’s Office was contacted by Juan Ortega of Unity Development Investments, LLC (Unity) 
of Key Biscayne, Florida.  Unity is under contract with Mr. Liddi to purchase the lot for $32,000.  Aside from 
the demolition lien, the lot is also encumbered by a Code Enforcement lien from 2013 that is accruing at a 
rate of $100.00 per day and is currently estimated to be $288,000.  Unity is scheduled to appear at the next 
Code Enforcement Board meeting on April 26, 2021 and will seek a reduction in that fine.  Unity is trying to 
clear title to the property so it may be sold or developed.  Unity now asks the Board to waive the interest that 
has accrued on the demolition lien since 2018. 
 
The demolition lien was recorded on August 15, 2018 in O.R. Book 3141, Page 964, Public Records of Indian 
River County.  The lien noted that it would accrue interest at a rate of 5% per year, so as of the date of this 
memo, the lien has accrued approximately $975.00 in interest.   
 
In the recent past, the Board has addressed similar requests for waiver of interest on demolition liens as 
follows: 
 

• October 13, 2020, Estate of Glen Legwen, 5900 5th Street SW, $7,989.84 lien with $7,226.01 interest 
reduced to $8,712.44 (lien amount plus 10% interest) 
 

• October 22, 2019, Estate of Tessie Gordon, 4231 24th Court, $2,957.54 lien, waived interest of 
$4,447.29 if principal was paid in full within 120 days. 
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• September 10, 2019, Nicole Knowles, 4855 34th Avenue, $3,003.68 lien, waived interest of $1,564 if 
principal was paid in full within 90 days. 

• March 26, 2019, Red Bird Investments, LLC, 13185 76th Court, $6,715.40 lien, waived interest of 
$1,451.42 if paid within 60 days.   

 
FUNDING.   
 
Lien proceeds will be deposited into MSTU Fund/Building Demolition Liens Revenue account number 
004038-369092.  The costs of recording the release of the lien will be borne by Unity. 

 
RECOMMENDATION. 
 
The County Attorney’s Office recommends that the Indian River County Board of County Commissioners 
waive 90% of accrued interest, so long as the lien plus 10% of the interest for a total of $7,588.48 is paid 
within 120 days and once paid, that the Board authorize the Chairman to execute a release of the lien.  
 
Figure 1. Liddi Costs of Demolition  
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Figure 2. Liddi Demolition Lien 
 

 
Copies to: Scott McAdam, Building Official 
  Unity Development Investments, LLC 
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