
Indian River County Seagrass Project

A total of 110,000 Shoal and Widgeon seagrass planting units will be grown out in a commercial aquatic nursery. The seagrass planting 
units will then be mechanically installed into the designated areas at 3 ft o.c. intervals. The planting units will be protected from a wave 
energy using temporary wave breaks. The plants will then be maintained for two years. The restoration success will be monitored annually 
for a period of three years.
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Administration 100,000

Planting and protecting nursery grown seagrass, installation of 
navigational aids, installation of temporary breakwaters, 
educational awareness campaign
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The objectives of this project are to create 20 acres of self-sustaining seagrass meadows. The 
site will be 2.5 miles south of the Sebastian Inlet.

A total of 110,000 Shoal and Widgeon seagrass planting units will be grown out in a commercial aquatic 
nursery. The seagrass planting units will then be mechanically installed into the designated areas at 3 ft o.c. 
intervals. The planting units will be protected from a wave energy using temporary wave breaks. The plants will 
then be maintained for two years. The restoration success will be monitored annually for a period of three years.

Seagrass provides many eco-system services. Specifically, this project will enhance fisheries 
production, filter nutrients, help reduce algae blooms, stabilize benthic sediments, and 
increase recreational opportunities in the newly created seagrass meadow.

According to the Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program there are an estimated 7.4M 
tourists and $7.6 Billion in dollars that are dependent on a healthy Indian River Lagoon

The expected outcome of this project is to create 20 acres of self-sustaining seagrass 
meadows within the Indian River Lagoon. The methodology consists of utilizing scientifically 
validated techniques to restore seagrass.

If deliverables are not achieved then monies should be withheld for non performance.
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