ORDINANCE NO. 2022- 007

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
INDIAN RIVER COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING PART Il (CHILDREN’S
SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE) OF CHAPTER 103
(COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS) TO UPDATE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF
THE CHILDREN’S SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE, INCLUDING
MEMBERSHIP, FUNDING AND DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS; AND
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION, SEVERABILITY, REPEAL OF
CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Indian River County is among Florida’s richest counties; and

WHEREAS, Indian River County has the 10" largest income gap between the
top 1 percent and bottom 99 percent of earners out of 3,061 counties in the United
States; and

WHEREAS, children and youth under age 18 represent 16% of Indian River
County's population; and

WHEREAS, 16% of Indian River County children live in poverty and an additional
33% of Indian River County children live in households that are one financial emergency
or missed paycheck away from poverty; and

WHEREAS, a network of organizations serving children and families in Indian
River County has for decades demonstrated a trusted and verifiable track record of
operating proven programs and developing promising practices that deliver measurable
results by improving the health, education, economic opportunity and housing
conditions for this vulnerable population; and

WHEREAS, investing in developmental and educational resources for children
and families will provide measurable returns for our community; and
WHEREAS, Indian River County’s children need enhanced services; and

WHEREAS, 7.5% of babies born in Indian River County each year are considered
low birth weight, and 10.9% are preterm; and

WHEREAS, 42% of children in Indian River County are not prepared to enter
kindergarten; and

WHEREAS, as many as 50% of children with developmental delays or disorders
are not diagnosed or properly treated before they start school; and

WHEREAS, 54% of students in Indian River County are eligible for free & reduced
lunch; and
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WHEREAS, in Indian River County only 60% of children in 3rd grade read on grade
level and only 53% of 8th graders are proficient in 8th grade math; and

WHEREAS, over 1,500 reports of suspected child abuse in Indian River County
are regularly received by the Department of Children and Families in a given year; and

WHEREAS, over 10% of middle school age children report using alcohol in the
past 30 days; and

WHEREAS, 28% of Indian River County students are chronically absent; and

WHEREAS, Indian River County’s teen pregnancy rate of 22.7/1000 is higher
than the state’s average of 19.7/1000; and

WHEREAS, Indian River County's hospitalization rate for youth for mood and
depressive disorders is twice that of the state of Florida; and

WHEREAS, quality programs addressing these needs pay for themselves many
times over and the cost of inaction is a tragic loss of human and economic potential that
we cannot afford,

WHEREAS, the Indian River County Board of County Commissioners determines
that it is in the best interests of the health and well-being of our children and broader
community to modify the provisions Part |l (Children’s Services Advisory Committee) of
Chapter 103 (Commissioner and Boards) to strengthen the process of funding children’s
programs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY, FLORIDA THAT:

Section 1. Enactment Authority.

Article VII, section 1 of the Florida Constitution and chapter 125, Florida Statutes vest
broad home rule powers in counties to enact ordinances, not inconsistent with general or
special law, for the purpose of protecting the public health, safety and welfare of the
residents of the county. The Indian River County Board of County Commissioners
specifically determines that the enactment of this ordinance is necessary to protect the
health, safety and welfare of the residents of Indian River County.

Section 2. Amendment of Part Il (Children's Services Advisory Committee) of
Chapter 103 (Commissions and Boards) of the Code of Indian River County,
Florida.

New language indicated by underline, and deleted language indicated by strikethrough.

Part Il (Children's Services Advisory Committee) of Chapter 103 (Commissions and
Boards) of the Code of Indian River County, Florida, is hereby amended to read as
follows:
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CHAPTER 103. - COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS.

* %k *

PART II. CHILDREN’S SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

Section 103.20. - Purpose.

The purpose of the children’s services advisory committee is to promote healthy children
the health and well-being of children in a healthy community. The term "healthy"

encompasses socioeconomic, physical, mental, social, emotional, environmental and
educational health.

Section 130.21. - Objective.

(1) The objective of the children’s services advisory committee is to provide a unified
system of planning and delivery within which children's needs can be identified,
targeted, evaluated and addressed by the children’s services advisory committee.:

(2) Definition of child. Any person who has not attained the age of eighteen (18) years,
also minor.

(3) This objective will be met by the children’s services advisory committee through
the powers and functions of the board of county commissioners as follows:

a)

Recommended to provide and maintain in the county, services for children as
the children's services advisory committee determines are needed for the
general well-being of the county.

Collect information and statistical data and conduct research helpful to the
children’s services advisory committee and the county in deciding the needs of
children in the county.

Consult, collaborate, and coordinate with other agencies dedicated to the well-
being of children to the end that unnecessary duplication of services will be
prevented.

Recommend the allocation of funds to agencies that provide services for the
benefit of children in Indian River County.

Recommend standards for evidence based measurable outcomes within the
request for proposal and monitor the agencies for actual performance on
agreed upon standards.

Recommend to employ, pay and provide benefits for any part-time or full-time
position needed to execute the foregoing powers and functions.
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Section 103.22. - Appointment to the children’s services advisory committee.

(1) The membership of the children’s services advisory committee shall consist of
thiteen-{13) fifteen (15) voting members who must be residents of Indian River
County as follows:

a) Six4{6) Seven (7) ex-officio voting members. Those members shall be:

1.

2s

6.

7.

County Commissioner

Judge living in Indian River designated by Chief Judge
Superintendent of Schools

Department of Children and Families, Assistant—District

Administrator—for—{REG Circuit 19 Community Development
Administrator

Department of Health County Health Department Administrator
Law Enforcement officer

Representative from the Indian River County Hospital District.

b) Five (5) voting members from the community appointed by the board of county
commissioners, reflesting—the—geographical—and—secial—diversity —of—the
community: Each commissioner shall appoint one member to represent his/her
district:, which individuals shall have some form of expertise in the arena of

children’s services, such as a physician, licensed mental health professional,

child advocate or someone with business experience.

c) Two (2) at-large voting members shall be appointed by the board of county
commissioners.

d) One voting member, appointed by the board of county commissioners, who is

an accountant, certified financial officer, certified financial planner or has

significant financial experience.

(2) Reserved.

(3) The seven-{#)-district-and-at-large members appointed by the board of county
commissioners shall have been residents of Indian River County for at least twenty-
four (24) months prior to nomination. Such members shall be appointed for four-
year terms, except that the length of the terms of the initial appointees shall be
adjusted to stagger the terms. No at-large member shall serve for more than two
(2) consecutive four-year terms.
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f) The special outreach efforts that will be undertaken to provide services to
promote healthy children.

(2) Provide orientation to all new children’s services advisory committee members, to
allow them to perform their duties and understand the Sunshine Law.

(3) Based upon board of county commissioner's fiscal year, provide an annual written
report and presentation in January to the board of county commissioners, including
program_updates/highlights, outcome data and performance and fiscal reports
from each funded organization.

(4) Provide an updated short term and long-term plan to the board of county
commissioners to include, but not limited to:

a) Programs, services, and activities that meet the objectives of the children’s
services advisory committee, including recommendations on best practices,
programs and services to be implemented outside the RFP process set forth
below.

b) A detailed budget for activities, services, and programs recommended to
receive funding from the board of county commissioners.

(5) Work with staff and sub-committees to review and update the procedure manual
as set forth in section 103.31 of this Chapter, to be presented to the board of county
commissioners for approval every two years.

Section 103.24. - Sub-committees.

(1) The children’s services advisory committee may establish the change of
membership in or termination of the existence of any sub-committees. Each sub-
committee shall be named and shall have and may exercise such powers as
delegated by the children's services advisory committee through the board of
county commissioners. Sub-committees may be composed of children’s services
advisory committee members and citizens who are Indian River County residents,
with an effort to broadly represent the county, geographically and
socioeconomically. Each sub-committee shall have one member who is an ex
officio member of the children’s services advisory committee who is a board of
county commissioners appointed member to the children’'s services advisory
committee who shall serve as chair of the sub-committee. There shall be no other
children’s services advisory committee members on the sub-committees. Only
children's serviees advisery committee members shall serve as commitiee ehairs.
A minimum of three people will serve on each sub-commitiee.

(2) There shall be standing sub-committees created by the children's services
advisory committee. The children’s services advisory committee chair shall appoint
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the sub-committee chairs with the approval of the children’'s services advisory
committee. Annually standing sub-committees will evaluate their effectiveness and
make recommendations to the children’s services advisory committee.

a) Neminating sub-committee.-Potential appeintees shall submit resumes to the
board of county commissioners and the board wilt make the selection.

ab) Community needs assessment and planning sub-committee: Shall be
comprised of no fewer than § and no more than 9 members. Members may serve
no more than three (3) two (2) year terms. A one (1) year absence shall be
required before members may re-apply to serve on the sub-committee. The sub-
committee shall Identify and assess the needs of children of Indian River County
through a needs assessment and asset mapping; submit to the board of county
commissioners through the children’s services advisory committee a written
description of those needs. Provide and update short term and long term plan to
the children’s services advisory committee including, but not limited to, programs,
services and activities that meet the objectives of the children’s services advisory
committee.:

j—Programs, services,and-activities-that-meet-the -objectives-of-the
children's services-advisory committee.

i——A —detailed—budget—for—activities, —services, —and-—programs
recommended 1o - receive—funding from-the —board- of county
COFRRISSIOAETS.

be) Grant review and program sub-committee: Shall be comprised of no fewer than
9 and no more than 15 members. Members may serve no more than three (3) two
(2) year terms. A one (1) year absence shall be required before members may re-
apply to serve on the sub-committee. In coordination with the executive office
director, review and revise requests for proposal (RFP) based on need
determination and set priorities. Submit to children’s services advisory committee
for approval. Review and recommend letters of intent submitted by agencies
requesting funding. Fhrough—executive—office—director,—notify—selected—grant
applicant-of-second-step-process- Review final RFPs and make recommendations
for funding to children's services advisory committee, who will then recommend to
the board of county commissioners for funding. Receive, review and present to
children’s services advisory committee members' quarterly (at a minimum) reports
from funded agencies. Conduct program evaluations throughout the funding
period, schedule and attend site visits to funded program.

cd) Other sub-committees deemed necessary to fulfill the duties of the children’s
services advisory committee may be established by the children’'s services
advisory committee chair, with the expressed consent of the board of county
commissioners. A minimum of three people will serve on such sub-committees.
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