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Select Year:

The 2016 Florida Statutes

Title XXIX Chapter 381 View Entire Chapter
PUBLIC HEALTH PUBLIC HEALTH: GENERAL PROVISIONS

381.00655 Connection of existing onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems to central
sewerage system; requirements.—

(1)(@) The owner of a properly functioning onsite sewage treatment and disposal system, excluding
an approved onsite graywater system, must connect the system or the building’s plumbing to an
available publicly owned or investor-owned sewerage system within 365 days after written notification
by the owner of the publicly owned or investor-owned sewerage system that the system is available for
connection. The publicly owned or investor-owned sewerage system must notify the owner of the onsite
sewage treatment and disposal system of the availability of the central sewerage system. No less than 1
year prior to the date the sewerage system will become available, the publicly owned or investor-owned
sewerage system shall notify the affected owner of the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system of
the anticipated availability of the sewerage system and shall also notify the owner that the owner will
be required to connect to the sewerage system within 1 year of the actual availability. The owner shall
have the option of prepaying the amortized value of required connection charges in equal monthly
installments over a period not to exceed 2 years from the date of the initial notification of anticipated
availability. Nothing in this section shall operate to impair contracts or other binding obligations relating
to payment schedules in existence as of October 1, 1993. Nothing in this paragraph limits the power of a
municipality or county to enforce other laws for the protection of the public health and safety.

(b) The owner of an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system that needs repair or modification
to function in a sanitary manner or to comply with the requirements of ss. 381.0065-381.0067 or rules
adopted under those sections must connect to an available publicly owned or investor-owned sewerage
system within 90 days after written notification from the department. In hardship cases, upon request of
the owner, the department may approve an extension of not more than 90 days for sewerage
connection. The department may approve only one extension. This paragraph does not authorize the
owner of the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system to create or maintain a sanitary nuisance.

(2) The provisions of subsection (1) or any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding:

(a) The local governing body of the jurisdiction in which the owner of the onsite sewage treatment
and disposal system resides may provide that any connection fee charged under this section by an
investor-owned sewerage system may be paid without interest in monthly installments, over a period of
time not to exceed 5 years from the date the sewerage system becomes available if it determines that
the owner has demonstrated a financial hardship. The local governing body shall establish criteria for
making this determination which take into account the owner’s net worth, income, and financial needs.

(b) A publicly owned or investor-owned sewerage system may, with the approval of the department,
waive the requirement of mandatory onsite sewage disposal connection if it determines that such
connection is not required in the public interest due to public health considerations.
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(c) A local government or water and sewer district responsible for the operation of a centralized
sewer system under s. 153.62 may grant a variance to an owner of a performance-based onsite sewage
treatment and disposal system permitted by the department as long as the onsite system is functioning
properly and satisfying the conditions of the operating permit. Nothing in this paragraph shall be
construed to require a local government or water and sewer district to issue a variance under any
circumstance. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed as limiting local government authority to
enact ordinances under s. 4, chapter 99-395, Laws of Florida. A local government or water and sewer
district located in any of the following areas shall not be required to issue a variance under any
circumstance:

1. An area of critical state concern.

2. An area that was designated as an area of critical state concern for at least 20 consecutive years
prior to removal of the designation.

3. An areain the South Florida Water Management District west C-11 basin that discharges through
the S-9 pump into the Everglades.

4. An area designated by the Lake Okeechobee Protection Act.
History.—s. 2, ch. 93-151; s. 5, ch. 2006-252.
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