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Seagrasses offer food and protection

Here's a riddle for yon:
What kind of grass doesn't need to be mowed?

Awswer: Seagrass!

Genily swaying below the water’s suriace, thousands of acres of seagrasses provide food and shelter for
many of my fiends and neighbors and are one of the Indian Fiver Lagoon’s most important habitats. Some
cTeatures, like manatess, think that seagrasses are a pretty tasty meal and graze on seagrasses just like cows
on land graze om grass. ... I wonder if that's why people call them sea cows?

There are some species that make their homes on blades of seagrass. Some of these
cTestures are 50 timy you would need a microscope to see them  Many species of
fish, incloding snook like me, come to seagrass habitats as babies, feeding and
sheltering in the protection of the grasses untl we are large enough to fend off
predators snd move into other areas. Some species, like my pals the seahorse,
spider crab snd horse conch, live their whole lives in seagrass beds. (Horse comch
is kind of famons by the way.... Did you know he is the state shell of FloridaT)

Like srass on land, seagrasses need plenty of sunlizht and good water quality to grow. Somefimes nafure
can affect the prowth of seagrasses. Cold weather in winter canses seagrass beds to die off umtil the warm
weather retarms in early spring. Humicanes and severe storms can also chum the lagoon like & washing
machine and scour seagrass from the sandy bottorn. When this happens, it can take seagrass beds a long
time te Tecaver.

Pollution entering the lagoon can block sunlight and prevent seazrasses from growing. Most polhition
emters the lagoon as mmoff from the land  This heppens after rainstonms, when dirt, debris, oils, pet wastes
amd even garbage are camied in ram to storm drains that flow directly into my home Famoff clonds the
water, blocking sunlight from reaching seapgrass blades and smothering seagrasses with dirt and silt. That's
tad for all of us who depend on seaprasses for food and shalter.

Yiou can help protect ooy lagoon home. Please make sure that you and your parents don't dump oils, pet
wastes, paint or chemicals down the storm drain. Femeniber, let only rain down the storm drain!

fall on your driveway or on the sreet, be sure to sweep them back onto the lawm to prevent them from.
running off imbo the lagoon where they could cause nasty algal blooms and steal the exygen from the water
that my friends and I need to breathe.

Diid you know that there are found in the lagoon? Scientists give every species 3 unique Latin name which
is the formal name for that species. Most people find it easier to just use 3 nickname based on how the
species looks, how it lives, or by some other characteristic. Florida's seven seagrass species each have
nicknames that are simple o remember.

When you visit the lagoon, please respect the seaprass. It is so wery important to all of us who live here
PFemember, seagrasses are one of the most important habitats in the lagoon. They are important marsery
areas for baby fishes, they provide food and protection from predators, and they need your belp to stay
healthy.
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BETHEL CREEK HOUSE OF REFUGE COLLECTION

23 April 1915 - Vero, The Modern City - Make Big Catches in Outside Fishing

Walter Kitching and W. F. Kemper have gone into the fish business at the Coast Guard station opposite
Vero and are having big success in deep sea fishing. One-night last week they brought in 1,000 pounds
of mackerel and bluefish. They have provided themselves with a complete outfit of boats and nets and
intend to fish regularly on the outside.

With an inlet here Veero would undoubtedly become one of the

biggest fishing points on the East Coast as well as headquarters for pleasure fishermen. It has been
estimated that an inlet could be cut from Bethel Creek to the ocean at less expense than at any other
point along this part of the Coast. There has been much talk lately of trying to have the inlet opened
and it is possible that some action in the matter will be started soon.

June 1915 — More Possibilities of the Vero Section

Long article. ...Engineers who have looked into the matter say that just north of Vero near the U.S.
Coast Guard Station, formerly known as the House of Refuge is the most favorable location for an
inlet on the Indian River.

21 January 1916 — Permit to Dig Inlet at Vero Denied

Following closely the announcement of adverse action on the application for permission to dig an inlet
opposite Sebastian, the War department also announces its refusal to act favorably on the application
of the Vero Inlet Committee for permission to dig an inlet at or near Bethel Creek to connect the waters
of Indian river with the ocean. It will be recalled that a committee of Vero citizens informally presented
the proposition to Major W. B. Ladue at the time of the recent inlet hearing in this city, following which
profiles were prepared and formal application made.

Cause for the refusal of the War Department to grant the permits asked for is not given in either case.
It is probable that the strenuous opposition offered by some of the property holders on the island
opposite Sebastian was a contributing cause of adverse action in that case.

The official notice relative to denial of the Vero application, addressed to the Vero Inlet Committee,
follows:

Jacksonville, Jan. 15, 1916

"Referring to the application of the Vero Inlet Committee for permission to construct a canal or inlet
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Indian River at a point of immediately south of the Bethel Creek Coast
Guard Reservation, | am directed by the Chief of Engineers, United States Army, to advise you that
at present, the Department is not willing to give favorable consideration to the application of the Vero
Inlet committee for permission to cut an inlet to the sea at or near Bethel creek. “Please take notice
that under the provisions of the Act of March 3, 1899, the cutting of such a canal or inlet without the
permission of the War Department is unlawful.

W. B. Ladue,
Major, Corps of Engineers.”

Source: Betbel Creck House of Refuge, Archive Center, Indinn River County Main Liboary, Vero Beach, Florida,
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