
INDIAN RIVER COUNTY, FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY SERVICES 

M E M O RANDU M 

TO: Honorable Emergency Services District Board of Com.missioners 

THROUGH: Douglas M. Wright. Director� 
Department of Emergency Services 

FROM: John King, Fire Chief 
Department of Emergency Services 

DATE: February 26, 2001 

SUBJECT: Approval for District to Accept Title for a Fire Safety House Used to Train Children 
in Fire Safety Donated by the Vero Beach Firefighters Association and Vero Beach 
Volunteer Fire Department 

For public fire protection organizations, fire and life safety education is a key strategy for preventing 
incidents. injuries, and death. For America's children, playing with fire is probably one of the most 
under recognized problems facing the nation today. According to a 1997 publication by the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFP A), children playing with fire, typically matches or lighters. accounts 
for one of every ten fire deaths: and is the leading cause of preschooler fire deaths, accounting for 
more than one in three. The NFPA reports that one third of the children who died in fires last year 
set the fires that killed them. Nationally, arson is the number one crime committed by juveniles-who 
account for 56 percent of all arson arrests. 

In one form or another, fire and life safety education has existed since at least the early 1900s. With 
rare exceptions. fire and life safety education activities were occasional and fragmented until the 
National Commission on Fire Prevention and Control delivered their nationwide study to President 
Nixon in 1973. When it was determined that young children were a high-risk group, public educators 
and fire service organizations assisted in the promotion of national fire safety programs. Over the 
years. the more notable programs include Learn Nol 10 Bum and Slop, Drop, and Roll. 

School-based programs, where the fire department does all the teaching directly to the students in 
their classrooms or auditoriums, have been very popular in reaching children. Their success can be 
attributed to low costs, reaching the target group, and panicipatory education lends itself to learning 
with younger audiences. 



In 1987. local off-duty firefighters spent several weeks building a Fire Safety House, so that the Fire 
Prevention Bureau would have an educational tool to take to the elementary schools to demonstrate 
fire safety in the home. Annually, this Fire Safety House is used by more than 2,500 kinderganen and 
first grade children, at nearly every local public and private elementary school. Programs are also 
presented to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and similar youth programs where young people must 
demonstrate acceptable fire safety knowledge to earn merit badges. Due to the limitations with the 
existing Fire Safety House, which is best suited for only the youngest learners, nearly 5,000 other 
elementary age children are not being reached for continued fire and life safety education. 

Because of its extended use and age, the Division's Fire Safety House is in need of replacement. 
Additionally, changes in the Florida Department of Transportatjon's regulations require special 
permitting to even tow this unit on the highway. Fiscal constraints have not allowed staff to replace 
this trailer with District funds, and attempts to secure grants or private funding has been unsuccessful. 

Recognizing the effectiveness and need for this fire safety education, the Vero Beach Firefighters 
Association and the Vero Beach Volunteer Fire Depanment have ordered a professionally built 
replacement Fire Safety House for the Fire Division, at a cost of$35,049. The two organizations had 
hoped to share one-third of the cost with a corporate sponsor, but have been unsuccessful as of this 
date. A small sponsor panel will be placed on the side of the unit, recognizing the contributors. 

These two organizations are requesting the District accept title to the Fire Safety House and for the 
Fire Division to assume responsibility for insurance, maintenance. and for providing a vehicle to safely 
tow the new trailer. They are also requesting that the trailer remain available for events drawing a 
large number of children, such as the annual county fair. 

The new Fire Safety House being purchased is specifically designed. among other things, to help 
children to make a mock 91 I call by means of an internal telephone system so they know what is 
expected from them. It also affords educational tools to show older children how to test a smoke 
detector and practical kitchen safety. Equally imponant, this replacement Fire Safety House is fully 
accessible for the physically challenged. where the current trailer is not. Board approval and 
acceptance of the new Fire Safety House will allow staff to surplus the current one and transfer the 
insurance and maintenance costs to the new one. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff respectfully recommends the Board accept title for the new Fire Safety House and authorize 
staff to surplus the existing unit. Staff will prepare supporting documents during budget preparation 
to replace the 1974 one-ton multi purpose truck that is used by the Division for a number of 
purposes. which will include towing the Fire Safety House. 
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ATTACHMENT: 

Surrey Fire Safety House Model 33HS l Brochure 
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SURREY ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT FOR MODEL# 33HS1 

Fire Safety House Base Unit 
Severe weather training package 
Generator Model 4500EX (11 hp) electric start 
Refrigerator 110 volt 
Water tank and pump 
Grey water tank 
PA system with external speakers 
TV camera wiring 
Air conditioning upgrade 15,000 BTU 
Spare tire 
Heated door knob 
Thermometer for heated door 
Prep charge 
Delivery charge $1.10 per mile per loaded mile 

Total 

$24,995 

$ 4,000 
$ 2,999 
$ 225 
$ 300 
$ 130 
$ 450 
$ 105 
$ 175 
$ 140 
$ so 

$ 30 
$ 150 
$ 1,300 

$35,049 



    

 
    

 


    



 

 

         

               

     
        

 




March 6. 2001 

· EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT

The District Board of Commissioners of the Emergency Services District met at the 

County Commission Chambers, 1840 25 th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. on Tuesday, March 

6. 2001. Present were Caroline D. Ginn, Chairman; Ruth Stan bridge, Vice Chairman; Fran

B. Adams. and John W. Tippin. Kenneth R. Macht was out of town on County business.

Also present v,·ere James Chandler, County Administrator: Deputy County Attorney Will 

Collins. and Patricia Ridgely, Deputy Clerk. Paul G. Bangel. County Attorney, was out of 

town on County business. 

Chainnan Ginn called the meeting to order at 2:20 p.m. 

14.A.1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - FEBRUARY 13, 2001 

The Chairman asked if there were any corrections or additions to the Minutes of the 

Meeting of February 13, 2001. There were none. 

ON MOTION by Vice Chainnan Stanbridge, SECONDED BY 

Commissioner Tippin, the Board unanimously ( 4-0, 

Commissioner Macht absent) approved the Minutes of the 

Meeting of February 13, 2001 as written and distributed. 

March 6, 2001 E.S.D. 



   

 

 

 





 












   


  
 



 
        

 
    
  



 
 







 

 

   

 



     




    









  



           







              












 

 

   
  

 

  
 





                   
             
                      
                    
                     
    

     
        
        

 



Vero Beach Firefighters Association, Inc. 

September 20, 2001 

John King, Fire Chief 
Indian River County 
Department of Emergency Services, Fire Division 
1500 Old Dixie Highway 
Vero Beach, FL 32960 

Dear Chief King, 

The Vero Beach Firefighters Association is committed to educating our 
community about fire and home safety. To show our commitment, we have 
purchased a Fire Safety House for the Indian River County Fire Division. 

In the February 13, 2001 Board of County Commissioners meeting minutes, it 
was approved that Indian River County would take ownership, insure, maintain, 
and purchase a vehicle to tow this Safety House. It is understood that the 
purpose of this Safety House is to provide home and fire safety education to all 
age groups of citizens in our community with our primary focus on public and 
private school children. 

The Vero Beach Firefighters Association and the Vero Beach Volunteer Fire 
Department are to two main sponsors of this equipment. It is agreed that both 
organizations may use the Safety House at public events, including, but not 
limited to, the Indian River County Fair, Vero Beach Volunteer Fish Fry or any 
event where fire and life safety education to the public is warranted. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this fire safety matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
sandra Seeley  
Secretary 

CC: Board of County Commissioners 
County Administrator 

1816 COMMERCE AVENUE, VERO BEACH, FL 32960 

(407) 562-2974 • FAX (407) 778-2646
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