
INDIAN RIVER COUNTY, FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY SERVICES 

M E M O RANDU M 

TO: Honorable Emergency Services District Board of Com.missioners 

THROUGH: Douglas M. Wright. Director� 
Department of Emergency Services 

FROM: John King, Fire Chief 
Department of Emergency Services 

DATE: February 26, 2001 

SUBJECT: Approval for District to Accept Title for a Fire Safety House Used to Train Children 
in Fire Safety Donated by the Vero Beach Firefighters Association and Vero Beach 
Volunteer Fire Department 

For public fire protection organizations, fire and life safety education is a key strategy for preventing 
incidents. injuries, and death. For America's children, playing with fire is probably one of the most 
under recognized problems facing the nation today. According to a 1997 publication by the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFP A), children playing with fire, typically matches or lighters. accounts 
for one of every ten fire deaths: and is the leading cause of preschooler fire deaths, accounting for 
more than one in three. The NFPA reports that one third of the children who died in fires last year 
set the fires that killed them. Nationally, arson is the number one crime committed by juveniles-who 
account for 56 percent of all arson arrests. 

In one form or another, fire and life safety education has existed since at least the early 1900s. With 
rare exceptions. fire and life safety education activities were occasional and fragmented until the 
National Commission on Fire Prevention and Control delivered their nationwide study to President 
Nixon in 1973. When it was determined that young children were a high-risk group, public educators 
and fire service organizations assisted in the promotion of national fire safety programs. Over the 
years. the more notable programs include Learn Nol 10 Bum and Slop, Drop, and Roll. 

School-based programs, where the fire department does all the teaching directly to the students in 
their classrooms or auditoriums, have been very popular in reaching children. Their success can be 
attributed to low costs, reaching the target group, and panicipatory education lends itself to learning 
with younger audiences. 



In 1987. local off-duty firefighters spent several weeks building a Fire Safety House, so that the Fire 
Prevention Bureau would have an educational tool to take to the elementary schools to demonstrate 
fire safety in the home. Annually, this Fire Safety House is used by more than 2,500 kinderganen and 
first grade children, at nearly every local public and private elementary school. Programs are also 
presented to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and similar youth programs where young people must 
demonstrate acceptable fire safety knowledge to earn merit badges. Due to the limitations with the 
existing Fire Safety House, which is best suited for only the youngest learners, nearly 5,000 other 
elementary age children are not being reached for continued fire and life safety education. 

Because of its extended use and age, the Division's Fire Safety House is in need of replacement. 
Additionally, changes in the Florida Department of Transportatjon's regulations require special 
permitting to even tow this unit on the highway. Fiscal constraints have not allowed staff to replace 
this trailer with District funds, and attempts to secure grants or private funding has been unsuccessful. 

Recognizing the effectiveness and need for this fire safety education, the Vero Beach Firefighters 
Association and the Vero Beach Volunteer Fire Depanment have ordered a professionally built 
replacement Fire Safety House for the Fire Division, at a cost of$35,049. The two organizations had 
hoped to share one-third of the cost with a corporate sponsor, but have been unsuccessful as of this 
date. A small sponsor panel will be placed on the side of the unit, recognizing the contributors. 

These two organizations are requesting the District accept title to the Fire Safety House and for the 
Fire Division to assume responsibility for insurance, maintenance. and for providing a vehicle to safely 
tow the new trailer. They are also requesting that the trailer remain available for events drawing a 
large number of children, such as the annual county fair. 

The new Fire Safety House being purchased is specifically designed. among other things, to help 
children to make a mock 91 I call by means of an internal telephone system so they know what is 
expected from them. It also affords educational tools to show older children how to test a smoke 
detector and practical kitchen safety. Equally imponant, this replacement Fire Safety House is fully 
accessible for the physically challenged. where the current trailer is not. Board approval and 
acceptance of the new Fire Safety House will allow staff to surplus the current one and transfer the 
insurance and maintenance costs to the new one. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff respectfully recommends the Board accept title for the new Fire Safety House and authorize 
staff to surplus the existing unit. Staff will prepare supporting documents during budget preparation 
to replace the 1974 one-ton multi purpose truck that is used by the Division for a number of 
purposes. which will include towing the Fire Safety House. 
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ATTACHMENT: 

Surrey Fire Safety House Model 33HS l Brochure 

APPROVED FOR AGENDA 

FOR: March 6, 2001 
__ ......._=c..c� ............... --

County Administrator 
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�-IODEL NO. JJHS I 

THIS SINGLE LEVEL UNIT IS FINISHED 

WITH DURABLE VlNAL SIDING AND 

ROOF SHAKES TO GIVE A HOME LIKE 

APPEARANCE. IT ALSO HAS RESIDEN

TIAL WINDOWS AND DOORS AND IS 

ADA COMPLIANT AND HANDICAP AC

CESSIBLE. IBA T MAKE nns CLASS· 

ROOM AVAILABLE TO MOST 

STUDENTS. 

STAND UP HEAD HEIGHT AND NO 

ST AJRS WfLL MAKE THE JOB OF 

TRAINING SENIOR CIT17.F.NS F t>.SIFR 

REAR 

ESCAPE 

LADDER 

CHAIN 

TYPE 
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SURREY FIRE SAFETY HOUSE 

33 FT. I LEVEL "HOME STYLE" 

SPECIFICATION SHEET 

GVW: 7, 130# GVWR: 10,400# LENGTH: 33' 6" 

HEIGHT. IO' IO"

WIDTH: 8'0" 

Interior Ht.: 78" HITCH WT.: 880# A..-'<LE WT.: 6.450;:: 

ADA Compliant: All units are handicap accessibk. 

FRAME & SIDEWALL CONSTRUCTION 

FRAJ\1.E 2X8 high srrengrh Bullmoose double tube steel rails. Welded battery rack on tongue wuh a stet!! 

tube <+:<<+ reJ.r bumper w1th :1luminum cover and standard safety charns. Rear skid bars for additional 

protection 

SlDEW . ..\LL CONSTRUCTION 

2:d mt:mbers 16" on cenrer with 1 :"blackboard sheathing conscruc11on Studs are honded 10 

5 31 pl�woot.l pandrng for h,gh strength and lrght weight. ABS tenders with galvan,zed wheel pans. Hurn.i 

cut fiberglass insul:mon In s1de\,·alls \\ 1th a R cJ rating. 

EXTERIOR 

The exterior ot'the house: 1s a1,ailable rn ,vhne standard house 1,rnyl s1d1ng w1th srmul:.nc:d ..::;::dar 

shake siding a1 upper areas of front and sides 

AXLES A\iD BRAKES 

Unit shall have tandem .. r· drop axks 5.200= each with equalized suspr::nsron. The a,dcs :m: rubber rnr�1t1n 

construction eliminating the nsk or broken springs and worn pam 10 rcplact!. This suspc:ns1vn ofti::rs a

superior ride and n:duc:::d m::11ntc;:nanc:!. ➔ \\ht!cl IO" c!lec1ric bra!-;c:s \1,ill be u111i2ed mt'� b\ Hayc!s or equal 

A brake awa�· 5\\'HCh \"ill be: :machc;:d 10 the fro.me as :in t!mc:rgency stop. in the: unlike!� e1,c:m ot' unit 

separ:1t1on. 

TfRES A;--iD WHEELS 

P:225 75 RI 5 ST 1railer Im!::; un hc:..i\ y Jut: st: led \, h 1 te 6 I ug '" heels and ct:ntt!r l::..lf':

ROOF 

A I piece rubber roof 1s pro" idc;:t.1 bonded co plywood underla:,ment TapereJ 2 '\O rour' 1russes 

provide a cro\vn to the roof �l1m1mrnng puddling J roof vents are in place 

FLOOR Tht! tloor 1s constructed of 5, 8" exterior gradt! ton gut! & groove;: ply\l .. ooJ on 2x➔ support 

members I�" on center Living room. bedroom and st.ms are fully carpered w11h a ':" toam pad Kuchen 

and control room as well as the storage compartments have a fully insulated tloor ,, 1th heavy du1, , 1m I 

under belly for ma.'\tmum weather shielding at a minimal weight. 

LIGHTS-INTERIOR: I: volt lights shall bc;: as follows w11h a total of 25 lights 

I some;: have 2 lights ,n one tixturel Bc:droom-6. Stairs-2. Storage compartment- I. 

Bay wrndow-1. Control room-:?.. Kicchen-5. Living room-6. l inc. 2 over c:lec. fireplace, 

LIGHTS-EXTERIOR: 

2 porch lights. I on door side and one on rear. The lights are 110 volt lixture wrth tht! :ibil1� to tlash :.1 

distress Slb7Tlal to responding assistance. A lrght fixture 1s provided in the top of the generator storagt! 

compartment. Standard ICC lights ar� in place as required. 2 hook up !Jghrs are on the power rongue Jack. 

A I 2 volt power source with an oruoff swi1ch 1s prew1red to the roof for a strobe or rotator. The wall sw11cl 

will be located 1n the control room. (4) lights are at steps. 
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WINDOWS 

AJI windows are heat treated safety glass. A 54x40 bay window in the front with 3 panels and mini 

blinds on each, highlights the window treatment. Shuners are provided on all side and front wmdows. A 

single hung J6"x 36" control room picture window with screen and mini blind is provided. Living room 

and bedroom windows are single hung. vinyl covered. with insulated glass. Curtains. with ue backs. 

valances and mini blinds w1th the exception of the 40"x ➔5" sliding window leading onto tht: escape 

ladder. The balance of windows are vinyl residential type. 

Ff REPLACE 

An electric fireplace with crackling sounds will be located in the living room. It will ha-.e a screen and 

simulated brick face. A top mantc:I and two wall lights add co the warm home reel ot' the living room .. -\n 

orvoff switch wi II be wal I mounted ne:-,;t co the ti replace. 

REAR LADDER· 

A commerc1ally available: chain escape ladder shall be bolted securely at upper anJ !�mer tkck for 

escape s1mulac1on. The ladder will be mounced in a manner that allows shoe cle:irant.:t:: bet\\.t!en s1din� anJ 

chum ladder A non-skid surface \\ ii I be msral led on trt::ads. 

KITCHEN 

The kitchen shall be l!qu1pped \\'Ith a functional .3 burner stovl! \',Ith 0\l!n The :il0\e \\111 be .:quipped 

with a shut off vah e 1n thl.! gas supply line. A �tty \\,Her hook up 1s pro\ 1Jc::d to allO\\ usl! ot' sca1nkss 

steel sink. A functtonal m1cro\va\e oven will be provided as wdl ;.is ;.i place for a rdnger:1111r ,,1th➔ 

power out kts. An e'\hausc fan and hood w1th light \\'ii I also be pro\. 1Jc!d. L' ppi;:r and It,,\ er �:ib1 m:ts :tr� 1 n 

place. There arc t\\0 carpeted benches pro,·ided. The front \\,all of 1hc un11 has a ba\ ,\1ndP\\ \\Ith rn1n1 

blinds that allo\-.s a lot of natural lighr 

SMOKE MACHINE .�ND FLUID

Smoke machine and I case ot' ,\ater bast:: smoke tlu,d ,s standard 

CONTROL ROOl'vl 

A control room will be pro, 1ded allowing control ot man� eJucauon;.il functions .l. hanJs fre:: u 11 

phone s�·stem for 91 I 1ram1ng On llff swuch for I IO \.Olt smoke :il;.irm!:i .-\ n on off S\\ 11ch for hc::droom 

electrically hea1ed door shall be 1n the:: control room. ABS smoke ducung system I schl.!dule ➔o I wnh rnntrul 

valves allowing room selc::ct1on as \\t!il as an operating locauon and outlet for \\atcr basl.! :;mill-I! mal.'.h1ne 

A smoke ready light in the control room will be conrrolled by the training officer 1n the bedroom. The: 

control room will have a ➔s" countc!r with storage cabinets and :i ➔8" '.: 12" '.:5" (ush1on on a bench for the 

control room operator. A .3'.x.3' single hung window with screen and mini blind. l)bsef\ :J.llon pons in

bedroom & Ii\ mg room 

GENERA TOR STORAGE A generator companmem 1s pro, 1ded co srure and transpon a 

generator. It 1s located so that the wheel chair ramp can be used to load and unload generatnr 

TV C ABfNET A TV cabinet and slide-out shdf 1s provided on the curb side of the crailer 

DOORS-OUTSTDE. 

A 36"x 75" out swinging res1dent1al door 1s provided on the curbside .A. T'v.5 5·· door with key lock 

will be on left side for handicap ramp storage compartment as \\•ell as a ➔IJ"..; 11" Joor \\1th kc� loci- for 

under stairwell storage access. 



COOUNG, HEATING AND VENTILATION 

The wilt will include a· 13,500BTU air conditioner with ducting to bedroom, living room and kitchen. 

Heat will be provided by a 35,000 BTU Atwood #8500 forced air furnace ducted 

throughout. 3 power roof vents. I in kitchen and 2 in bedroom shall be installed to aid in removing non 

toxic smoke as well as help hold the smoke to the ceiling during training. 

BEDROOM 

The bedroom shall be on the main floor. It will be fully carpeted with foam pad. curn,.ins with tie 

backs valances and mini blinds on the single hung windows. A bed with vinyl covered rnanress. bedspread 

and pillow sham. A carpeted bench is included. E:�haust fans shall be roof mounted with an orvoffswnch 

control. allov. ing the instructor to monnor smoke removal. A smoke on signal in the control room can bl! 

activated by the instructor in the bedrooin A sliding window in the rear of the unu will allo,v access to rear 

escape ladder An ekcmcally he:.lled door 1s used to simulate tire on the opposite side. 

ELECTRICAL- I IO VOLT 

.A. 30 amp power supply cord shall be provided for 110 ,.,olt AC powc::r needs. with an independent po"�r 

supply cord for the air condinoner All wall m:eptat.:lc::s are fonct1onal Ground fault receptaclt!s are in th\! 

kuchen us ,veil as both ours1de outlers. Po,,c:r 1s supplied through c1rcu1t breakers 1n 2 panels. One panei 1· 

built into a 50 ainp DC powr;:r convener. the sc:rnnd is a 20 amp br�aker for rhe air conditioner 

ELECTRlC.-l.L-12 VOLT 

I 2 \Olt power for the unit 1s provided by a 50 ilmp mi.l!:,-'TlC:tek power con,ener. The 

comener ,,111 supply all 1.2 volt net::ds of the un11 wht:!n plugged 1n. Tht: unit \\i lll h:i,e :.t

dt::ep cycle battery and bo.'< co supply I 2 1,olt po,,c:r on shon term ,, hen not plugged 1n 

q I i PHOf\iE 

A wall phone will be:: located in the living room allo"1ng J child to expenc:nce dialing '-l 11 vr any numher 

and reaching I control room la tire tighter or dispatcher The:: s:, stern 1s hands free for chc: control room 

opcerator An external phone Jack ,.,,Ill be located on rhe door side or' the un1c. :illo,1,1ng q 11 1r:i1ning from 

nu1s1<.k the unit or to demonsrrare rhe nt!ed 10 c!.'\11 the home 1n a tire SHuut1on and -:all frllm a nc::1ghbor 

HITCH .1 .-\CK 

. .; high torque I: "oh powc:r t0ngue Jack manutacturc::d b, H&H [ng1nec::nng '"ill be 1n 

place. The unit will have manual back up capabilny as well as 2 hookup lights 

STABILIZER JACK 

-+ L1ftco crank down stabilizer Jacks shall be frame mounteu These ;ad:s will st:ib1lizc 

the unit and eliminate suspension travel while occupied. 

OUTLETS 

Control room-:

Bedroom--+ 

LIVING ROOM 

K1tchen� 

Outside-:! 

Living room-3 

Under stairs in storage- I 

Windows have cunains with tie backs. valances and mini blinds. Ekcmc tireplace with on,off 

switch. Carpeted benches. Lights above: mantel Wall mounted telephone. 



SURREY EQUIP�IENT FOR 33HS1 UNIT 

FIRE SAFETY HOUSE BASE UN1T (33HS I) 524,995.00 
Smoke Machine. heated door, plastic lumber, compartment for gener:uor. ramp. air conditioning, 
21' awning, TV cabinet 9 I I phone system all included in the base price. 

Sc:vere wc:::1ther training package 
Gc:neramr: ! Can be rear mounted in ded1c:rn·:d compan:menr) 
ivlodd �500EX 1 11 hp)c:kctric start 
Honda .3501) Wan Power Plant rndbl t'vlodc:1 E:vl .�5 1)() 

Small Apt S12t: Rc:frtgerator 110 Volt 
Water T;ink .-\nd Pump 

Gray Wa1c:r Tank 
Bl.id.: & '"hlle mun1Cor \\', .3 i::imc:r:is 11ncludc:s "iring• 
PA s:·stc::n \\ 1th .:-;ri::mal spc::.iki::r 11ncludc:s ,, 1rin�, 
T\' Camc:ra vVrring 1 �o Camc:r:i 1 
PA :S: s;c:m \\'iring 
1.:i" .:olor TV VCR unH 

.-\JJ111onal aluminum r:imp 
Strobe: lt:,!hl I Roni' ,\loumc::tl 1 
..l..1r �ond111nn1ng upgraJc: 15.00() BTL

. 
1:.1tiJs r· w �n�r:.il! :ic: :gh1; 

Spun: 11re 
Hc::l\: Jut:, rc::::.ir sk1J ,, hcd!i 
Hc::.itc:d Joor l-noii 
Thc:rrrn .. ,mc:cr r'nr hc::uc:d Joor 
Prep Ch::ir:,:!.: , mand:iror:-, 
Dd1\C:f: 'Si 11,l pc:r m1k pc:r loaded mile: 
Papc:r tnlll:ltll)n r'c::: I� g btd bonds. pc:rronnun.:.: bnnJ::-. •.Jni'.. 

CSA (h:H�(: 1 L·Jn::id::i ()nl: 1 

Ht!:ll purnp :ind :.11r .:0ndl[Jon1ng upgr::iJc 
LTD packa:_?� 1 tibcrglass s1d1ng upgrade 1

Siidina 
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SEVER£ WEA.THER TR.AININ6 
As a safety educator you have a new tool to work with!! 

The Surrey Fire Safety House with the (SEVERE WEATHER TRAINING). 

With Surrey you have all of the standard fire safety education plus you can teach 

children and adults to recognize severe weather warnings, and what steps should 

be taken to stay safe when severe weather threatens. The Severe Weather option 

allows the children to learn and then experience a severe weather simulation. A 

hands on experience is the best teacher.'! Personnel from the National Weather 

Service that have experienced this simulation said " This e."Cperience is very 

impressive, extremely realistic and very accurate". 

The Safety House will have a tvlvcr secured to the top of a brick faced fire place 

in the living room. A commercially developed tv program about severe weather 

is on a tape. The kids are watching a tv show e.tplaining what to do if they are i11 

school or even at a baseball or soccer game. Then just as in the real world tlze tv 

station interrupts programming to issue special weather statements. For 

example, a tornado warning. A surround sound unit reproduces the sound of 

rain , wind and thunder. This adds tremendous realism to tire training e.l:ercise. 

There are close outs over the windows to eliminate bright sunlight outside not 

matching the atmosphere created by a severe storm. Strobe lights are mounted 

behind the window valances and are automatically activated by specific thunder 

tones, adding to the realism. A tornado siren is heard, sounding to be a few 

blocks away. This is followed by a lVational Weather Service alert complete with 

alert tone and a generic location for the approaching tornado. To add to the 

realism a large sub woofer is built i11to the fireplace and will allow the children 

to feel the deep vibration of the low tone thunder. We even give you the ability to 

cause a power failure with the tv shutting down and all lights in the room go off 

There is a emergency light that comes on. As the tornado approaches, the sound 

level of the storm can be increased with tire use of a mixer board. As the tornado 

passes the sound of the wind is loud enough to drown out the thunder. WIien tire 

storm moves past the sound can be reduced and soon you hear birds chirping, 

dog barking and the sound of thunder rolls off into the distance, as the relative 

quiet of the post storm world is achieved. End of storm!! 

The weather service alerts can be selected from several choices of alerts. 

We even have separate storms, one with a tornado siren and the same storm with 

out the tornado siren. The children have heard and seen the severe weather 

alerts, and now recognize what they mean. They have lived through tile storm by 

taking appropriate actions and they are safe! 

r 



LJec 15 00 10:52, 

SURREY 
Fire Safety House 

TOWING PACKAGE I.NFOR..MA.TION 

/Winimum Tow Vehicle Suggestions (Pickup) 

Chevy 112 To11 1-Vltow Pkg. Automatic 350 CLLin. V/8 373-1 Rear 

Ford l/1 Ton Wltow Pkg. Automatic 351 cu.i1L J.,1/8 355-1 Rear 

Dodge l/2 Ton W/tow Pkg. Automatic 318 c11.in. V/8 355-1 Rear 

/>referred Tow Veilicl.e Suggestions 

Che1T 3/4 Ton wltow Pkg. Automatic 350 cu.in �1/8 373-1 Rear 

Ford 3/4 Ton wltow Pkg. Automatic 351 cu.ilL J,1/8 355-1 Rear 

Dodge 3/4 Ton w/2'ow Pkg. Automatic 360 cu.in. V/8 355-1 rear 

Towing Equipmenr .4.ll pan number are Draw-Tite ,wmbers 

Receiver# (under tow vehicle) 

Cht!l�PIGJ\,f C Pickup 88-96 #75033 

Van 78-95 #i5/21 
J.,a,, 96 #75066 

Suburban 9l-96 #7503i 

Ford Pickup 80-96 #i5038 

97 #4/5]0 

Va11 95-96 #75040 

Dodge Pickup 94-96 #75052 

Van 94-96 #75047 

Hitclr £quipme11t (/Vot perma11e11t 011 tow vehicle) 

#3603 1,000 lb. weight distributing liitclt, adjustable head 

#3210 Ball Mou11t Sl1ank 

#1151 2 5/16" Ball 

#3400 Sway bar 

Eler:tric brake control i.nstalled in cow vehicle is required 

Wire tuw unit to standard RV Bargman i way code 



SURREY ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT FOR MODEL# 33HS1 

Fire Safety House Base Unit 
Severe weather training package 
Generator Model 4500EX (11 hp) electric start 
Refrigerator 110 volt 
Water tank and pump 
Grey water tank 
PA system with external speakers 
TV camera wiring 
Air conditioning upgrade 15,000 BTU 
Spare tire 
Heated door knob 
Thermometer for heated door 
Prep charge 
Delivery charge $1.10 per mile per loaded mile 

Total 

$24,995 

$ 4,000 
$ 2,999 
$ 225 
$ 300 
$ 130 
$ 450 
$ 105 
$ 175 
$ 140 
$ so 

$ 30 
$ 150 
$ 1,300 

$35,049 
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March 6. 2001 

· EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT

The District Board of Commissioners of the Emergency Services District met at the 

County Commission Chambers, 1840 25 th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. on Tuesday, March 

6. 2001. Present were Caroline D. Ginn, Chairman; Ruth Stan bridge, Vice Chairman; Fran

B. Adams. and John W. Tippin. Kenneth R. Macht was out of town on County business.

Also present v,·ere James Chandler, County Administrator: Deputy County Attorney Will 

Collins. and Patricia Ridgely, Deputy Clerk. Paul G. Bangel. County Attorney, was out of 

town on County business. 

Chainnan Ginn called the meeting to order at 2:20 p.m. 

14.A.1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - FEBRUARY 13, 2001 

The Chairman asked if there were any corrections or additions to the Minutes of the 

Meeting of February 13, 2001. There were none. 

ON MOTION by Vice Chainnan Stanbridge, SECONDED BY 

Commissioner Tippin, the Board unanimously ( 4-0, 

Commissioner Macht absent) approved the Minutes of the 

Meeting of February 13, 2001 as written and distributed. 
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14.A.2. ACCEPT TITLE TO A SURREY FIRE SAFETY HOUSE TO 

TRAIN CHILDREN IN FIRE SAFETY - DONATED BY VERO BEACH 

FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION AND VERO BEACH VOLUNTEER 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The Board reviewed a Memorandum of February 26, 2001: 

TO: Honorable Emergency Services District Board of Commissioners 

THROUGH: Douglas M. Wright, Director� 
Depanment of Emergency Services 

FROM: John King, Fire Chief 
Depanment ofEmergency Services 

DATE: February 26, 2001 

SUBJECT: Approval for District to Accept Title for a Fire Safety House Used to Train Children 
in Fire Safety Donated by the Vero Beach Firefighters Association and Vero Beach 
Volunteer Fire Department 

For public fire protection organizations, fire and life safety education is a key strategy for preventing 
incidents, injuries, and death. For America's children, playing with fire is probably one of the most 
under recognized problems facing the nation today. According to a 1997 publication by the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA), children playing with fire, typically matches or lighters. accounts 
for one of every ten fire deaths; and is the leading cause of preschooler fire deaths, accouming for 
more than one in three. The NFPA repons that one third of the children who died in fires last year 
set the fires that killed them. Nationally, arson is the number one crime committed by juveniles-who 
account for S 6 percent of all arson arrests. 

In one form or another, fire and life safety education has existed since at least the early 1900s. With 
rare exceptions, fire and life safety education activities were occasional and fragmemed until the 
National Commission on Fire Prevention and Control delivered their nationwide study to President 
Nixon in 1973. When it was dctennined that young children were a high-risk group, public educators 
and fire service organizations assisted in the promotion of national fire safety programs. Over the 
years. the more notable programs include learn Not to B11rn and Stop, Drop, ami Rull. 

School-based programs, where the fire depanment does all the teaching directly to the students in 
their classrooms or auditoriums, have been very popular in reaching children. Their success can be 
attributed to low costs. reaching the target group, and panicipatory education lends itself to lea ming 
with younger audiences. 
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In 1987, local off-duty firefighters spent several weeks building a Fire Safety House, so 1ha1 the Fire 
Prevention Bureau would have an educational tool to take 10 Lhe elementary schools 10 demonstrate 
fire safety in the home. Annually, this Fire Safety House is used by more than 2, 500 kindergancn and 
first grade children. at nearly every local public and private elementary school. Programs are also 
presented to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and similar youth programs where young people must 
demonstrate acceptable fire safety knowledge to earn merit badges. Due to the limitations with the 
existing Fire Safety House, which is best suited for only the youngest learners, nearly 5,000 other 
elementary age children arc not being reached for continued fire and life safety education. 

Because of its extended use and age, the Division's Fire Safety House is in need of replacement. 
Additionally, changes in the Florida Deparuncnt of Transponation's regulations require special 
permitting to even tow this unit on the highway. Fiscal constraints have not allowed staff to replace 
this trailer with District funds, and attempts to secure grants or private funding has been unsuccessful. 

Recognizing the effectiveness and need for this fire safety education, thi:: Vero Beach Firefighters 
Association and the Vero Beach Volunteer Fire Department have ordered a professionally built 
replacemi::nt Fire Safety House for the Fire Division. at a cost of SJ 5,049. The two organizations had 
hoped to share one-third of the cost with a corporate sponsor, but havi:: bei::n unsuccessful as of this 
date. A small sponsor panel will be placed on the side of the unit, recognizing the contributors. 

These two organizations arc requesting the District accept title to the Fire Safety House and for the 
Fire Division to assume responsibility for insurance, maintenance, and for providing a vehicle to safely 
10w the new trailer. They are also requesting that the trailer remain available for events drawing a 
large number of children, such as the annual county fair. 

The new Fire Safety House being purchased is specifically dC$igned, among other things, to help 
children to make a mock 911 call by means of an internal telephone system so they le.now wha1 is 
expec1ed from them. It also affords educational tools to show older children how to test a smoke 
detector and practical kitchen safety. Equally imponant, this replacement Fire Safety House is fully 
accessible for the physically challenge"1, where the current trailer is not. Board approval and 
accep1ance of the new Fire Safety House will allow Staff to surplus the current one and transfer the 
insurance and maintenance costs to the new one. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff respectfully recommends the Board accept title for the new Fire Safety House and authori:tc 
staff to surplus the existing unit. Staff will prepare supponing documents during budget preparation 
to replace the 1974 one-ton multi purpose trUck that is used by the Division for a number of 
purposes, which will include towing the Fire Safety House. 

ATTACHMENT: 

Surrey Fire Safety House Model 33HSI Brochure 
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INDIAN RJVER COUNTY, FLORIDA 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Raeanne Borgia, Fixed Assets 
Clerk of Court 

,,.. 

FROM: John King, Fire Chief �� 
Department of Emerg� S�rvices 

DATE: September 27, 2001 

SUBJECT: Fire Safety House 

Please find attached a letter from the Vero Beach .Firefighters Association presenting 
o'Mlersb.ip of a new Fire Safety House to the Fire Division. Fleet Manager Mike Owens is 
generating a Fleet Number so that you can assign a Fixed Assets Number. I am 
respectfully requesting your assistance to qu.ick1y recognizing this donation as County 
property so that l can use this unit for Fire Prevention activities scheduled with the 
elementary schools in October. 

l apologize in advance for the short notice, but I just received the enclosures. You will
also note that the Certificate of Title is from Ohio and Jerry in Purchasing will transfer t11e 
title to Florida once you assign an asset number. 

Please call me if you have any questions. 



Vero Beach Firefighters Association, Inc. 

September 20, 2001 

John King, Fire Chief 
Indian River County 
Department of Emergency Services, Fire Division 
1500 Old Dixie Highway 
Vero Beach, FL 32960 

Dear Chief King, 

The Vero Beach Firefighters Association is committed to educating our 
community about fire and home safety. To show our commitment, we have 
purchased a Fire Safety House for the Indian River County Fire Division. 

In the February 13, 2001 Board of County Commissioners meeting minutes, it 
was approved that Indian River County would take ownership, insure, maintain, 
and purchase a vehicle to tow this Safety House. It is understood that the 
purpose of this Safety House is to provide home and fire safety education to all 
age groups of citizens in our community with our primary focus on public and 
private school children. 

The Vero Beach Firefighters Association and the Vero Beach Volunteer Fire 
Department are to two main sponsors of this equipment. It is agreed that both 
organizations may use the Safety House at public events, including, but not 
limited to, the Indian River County Fair, Vero Beach Volunteer Fish Fry or any 
event where fire and life safety education to the public is warranted. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this fire safety matter. 

Sincerely, 

�jevncL\,a._ Jccl4-
sandra Seeley 0 
Secretary 

CC: Board of County Commissioners 
County Administrator 

1816 COMMERCE AVENUE, VERO BEACH, FL 32960 

(407) 562-2974 • FAX (407) 778-2646
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